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twelve people had to get into a hired coach amidst
much laughter and exclamation. Louis XV had a
passion for these nocturnal escapades "where he
was free from the restraint of convention and from
curious eyes, and amongst friends of whose
discretion and devotion he was assured.

In June 1747 he left Versailles for the scene of
military operations where Marshal de Saxe awaited
him; and a series of victories unrolled before his
eyes, -while Loewendal covered himself with
glory at the siege of Berg-op-Zoom. Two months
after, the king returned to Paris, greeted by the
cheers of an enthusiastic populace, and heard the
speeched of the constituted bodies.

The end of the year was marked by the establish-
ment of a lottery of thirty millions, to close on
15th March 1748, and made up of many shares.
Each ticket was valued at five hundred pounds
and could not be divided. An annual drawing
and easily appreciated advantages poured money
into the State treasuries; but economists deplored
an institution -whose immorality and illegality
seemed scarcely worthy of a country like France.
The order for the establishment of the lottery
was drawn up at Choisy, a favorite resort of
Louis XV.

The king had scarcely recovered from the
fatigues of his journey to the Netherlands, when he
showed still more activity. He went to La Muette
to inspect the new buildings erected beside the